Federal activity
It’s a busy time at Federal Office with a number of new projects starting and some ongoing projects
coming to fruition. We look forward to the release of a new Oboe syllabus along with Grade books
and a Technical work book in November this year.
We also look forward to the release of a new
series of Piano for Leisure books (Series
4) in November 2017. The Consultant for
these books is well known piano teacher
and blogger, Tim Topham. Tim brings a fresh
approach that will provide an exciting new
series with some great new material from
Preliminary to Grade 8.

implementation from 1 January 2018.

One major project we are working on in 2017
is the development of a new platform for our
online theory exams. Online theory exams
have been delivered since 2010 and AMEB is
at the very forefront of this internationally. As
time passes technology changes and we are
aware that the platform we use is becoming
less functional in the current technology
environment. Changing this platform is a
huge IT project for AMEB and we appreciate
you bearing with us as we work through this
year and look forward to a new software

AMEB is proud to be sponsoring the biennial
Australasian Piano Pedagogy Conference
to be held in Adelaide in 2017. As part
of that sponsorship AMEB is giving away
two conference passes via our Facebook
page – one drawn on 12 May 2017 and one
drawn on 26 May 2017. It’s free to enter –
just go here: https://www.facebook.com/
AustralianMusicExaminationsBoard

Recorded accompaniments (Preliminary to
Grade 3) for Cello, Clarinet and Saxophone are
all due for release soon. The AMEB MyTempo
app is undergoing a major upgrade that
will improve the functionality of the app and
address issues that have been raised by users.

and we look forward to a number of exciting
events as part of that milestone including
the release of a book written by Rita Crews
celebrating the first 100 years of AMEB.
Bernard Depasquale, General Manager
AMEB Federal Office

Australasian Piano
Pedagogy Conference
10-14 July 2017 (See attached)
New Prizes:
AMEB Composition Prize
AMEB Student Accompanist Prize
See pages 17 and 18 of the
2017 Teachers’ Handbook (SA & NT)

Every day brings us one day closer to our
100th anniversary as a national organisation

Acting through song workshop
with Dr Zachary Dunbar

On February 18th a group of Music Theatre enthusiasts
(teachers, students and friends) spent a wonderful day
with Dr. Zachary Dunbar from the Victorian College of the
Arts, and Melbourne Conservatorium of Music where he is
Senior Lecturer in Theatre.
The new Music Theatre Syllabus calls
for singing teachers to go beyond vocal
technique, and add dramatic understanding
to help their students ‘bring the song
to life’. It seems we are often guilty of
spending 50% of our time worrying about
what is ahead, 25% judging if what we just
did was right or not, and only 25% to the
important part of being in the moment.
Drama is the on-going conflict between
objective and obstacle. Actors, or in our case,
singers make the mistake of showing the
obstacle rather than their fight against it, e.g.
the character is sad/angry, therefore I show
sadness or anger. A better way is to define the
objective. For example, in Hodel’s ‘Far from
the Home I Love’ (Fiddler on the Roof) the
obstacle is Tevye’s insistence on tradition, and
her objective is to get her father’s blessing.
What action can she take? The character
can react to the obstacle from moment to
moment using active verbs. She can tease,

charm, challenge or reject. The tactic will
change depending on whether she is getting
closer to, or further away from, her objective.
This was a very hands-on workshop, so
we paired off and teased, charmed and
challenged each other to a variety of songs.
Our favourite was Marilyn Monroe’s ‘Happy
Birthday, Mr President!’
Other techniques included literally ‘pointing’
to emphasise the important words, having
a ‘place’ for each occurrence, and building
the character by answering 70 questions. It
can be surprising how your answers affect
your stance, movement, accent etc.
Some of the challenges were a little
confronting, but I for one was glad to learn
more techniques to help our students
achieve their dreams. Thank you Zachary.
Norma Knight, AMEB Examiner in
Singing and Musical Theatre

On top note

3

