Examinations
and the
learning clycle
Most educators
recommend embedding
examinations
in the learning
cycle to reinforce
pupils’ educational
development.

Diploma!
The word sounds exciting
and many aspiring
pianists see it as a
symbol of achievement;
others see it as a step on
the road to higher things,
one more to add to a list
of qualifications.
Whatever the concept or reason, more important is the awareness
that every such step requires genuine dedication and the willingness to
‘plumb the depths’ of musical understanding.

Debate continues on how that should be done, especially given a
natural tendency to regard examinations as ends in themselves rather
than an important part of the educational process.

Preparation of a Licentiate program must include the mastering of any
technical challenges, accurate reading of the notation, a firm sense of
pulse and a clear view of stylistic differences.

To avoid a sense of the ‘tail wagging the dog’ with exams dominating
a pupil’s musical landscape it is important to encourage, or facilitate, a
variety of music events for which the students can prepare. A collegial
approach between private studio teachers and teachers in schools
and musical institutions can lead to a very rich and complementary
educational experience for students who may otherwise be torn
between preparing for exams and practising for concerts and
competitions within their academic year.

General Knowledge should show the results of interested study and
be more than just a delivery of facts.

The AMEB’s work in validating the efforts of students and teachers
through its examination system is an important support for the music
community working to keep students engaged with music.
Examinations can assume an anxious and exaggerated importance if
teachers accord them the dominant role in the learning cycle. AMEB
syllabi cannot cover all aspects of a complete music curriculum and
the obvious requirements of scales, pieces, general knowledge, sight
reading and aural tests should accompany other musical tasks to
ensure a rich musical learning experience.
To avoid a last-minute time-consuming scramble to master
examination requirements teachers must ensure pupils are not just
at examination standard, but above it. That way the non-examination
but necessary elements in pupils’ musical education need not be
neglected as an examination approaches. Of course such an ideal
situation involves not only long-term planning, but also some good
luck as all teachers know how pupils’ progress can be dramatically
affected by unforseen events at home or at school!
Nevertheless for most pupils the prospect of an upcoming examination
can be enlivening and pleasantly challenging if viewed through a
prism of the multiple musical events and the multiplicity of musical
challenges they continue to face as part of their normal learning cycle.
Rodney Smith
AMEB Advisory Board (SA & NT)
Chair and Federal Director

Associate candidates may not have reached quite that level of
authority but the approach is the same, with less difficult works.
Modern compositions often offer surprises and complexities that need
more intellectual, rather than emotional, ‘unravelling’.
With music written before the twentieth century, preliminary study is
relatively straightforward.
Once we have the notes, rhythms, phrasing and tonal colours correct,
we should begin to see ‘shapes’ in the music – how melodic lines and
harmonies flow and connect to make a logical journey to the end or to
climaxes. Understanding the structure of a work enables us to balance
and pace the music. We must then look more deeply to find the
meaning behind the notes, to try to grasp the expressive or descriptive
intent from the ‘messages’ left to us by the composer.
One person’s interpretation may be considerably different from that
of another since, while still observing the printed indications, every
musician will have an individual perspective.
Such individuality is welcomed if the playing is positive and has
personal conviction.
Monika Laczofy
AMEB Federal Examiner

“ ”

Music is a most precious
gift in a life – its rewards much
greater than the effort!

Diploma
candidates are
encouraged
to use the
AMEB’s
performance
evaluation
service to
support their
preparation for
diplomas.
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